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CHAPTER VII.
THE CIVIL WAR. — PROCEEDINGS OF TOWN AND EXPERIENCES AND
REMINISCENTS OF THE SOLDIERS, ETC
APRIL, 1861, saw the opening act of a great drama, the greatest of modern times. Rebel guns
opening fire upon Fort Sumter gave the signal, and the curtain rose. Four years this play was
acting, one grand scene after another forming itself upon the stage before the eyes of an
observant world. April, 1861, saw the closing act. The sword of one great general, offered by
him to another, gave the signal for the curtain to fall. The awful tragedy was ended, and again, as
before in the days of our forefathers, all our people were free. Even the children of that day can
recall how the booming of those first guns startled the whole land. Through its length and
breadth the echoes rolled, sounding their evil tidings, and from every section of the North and
every station in life men hurried to offer themselves both to do and to die for their imperiled
country. As in the days of the Revolution the men of our town were foremost in opposing
oppression and wrong, so now when danger threatened the Union they responded promptly to the
call for help. Scarcely had the echoes of those cautions died away when our citizens took
measures to assist in maintaining the existing government.
The selectmen of the town at that time were H. N. Daggett, A. H. Robinson, and Lewis L. Read.
They issued a warrant for a town meeting, which bears date April 24th, 1861, in which one of the
articles is to ascertain whether the town will do anything for the men who may be called to enter
upon "actual service in the defense of our country, in addition to what is offered by the United
States."
A town meeting was held May 3d, and the following article was passed:-Article II. "Voted that the treasurer of Attleboro' be authorized to borrow the sum of Ten
Thousand Dollars, ($10,000) to be appropriated for military purposes as far as required. That
from the above sum those men who enlist in this town and are called into actual service, shall be
paid a bounty of Fifteen Dollars, ($15) and Fifteen Dollars a month in addition to the sum to be
paid by the United States; and that each man who is accepted for service shall be paid Ten
Dollars a month while drilling, arms shall be furnished with such uniform as the military
authorities require." A warrant bearing date May 17th was issued, in which one of the articles
was to see if the town would appoint a committee to appropriate the military fund which had
been raised. Agreeably to the call a town meeting was held May 2nd. Among the votes taken at
that time was the following: —
Article V. "Voted and chose the Selectmen a Committee to appropriate the Military Fund raised
under a vote of the town on the third day of May, last."
In a warrant dated June 4th, 1861, were the following articles: —
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Article II. " To see if the town will vote to furnish each volunteer in addition to the garments
already furnished, one Flannel Blouse, Fatigue Cap, a Havelock, Eye Protectors, and one pair
thin Pants, agreeably to a petition."
Article III. " To see if the town will vote to furnish a drum and fife for the musicians of the
Company, agreeably to a petition."
Article IV. "To see if the town will vote to uniform the Commissioned Officers, and furnish
them with Regulation Swords, Pistols, and such other equipments as they require for service,
agreeably to a petition."
Article V. " To see if the town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to pay the Volunteers while
drilling, agreeably to a vote of the town passed on the third day of May last, agreeably to a
petition."
Article VI. "To see if the town will vote to raise a committee to carry into effect the foregoing
provisions, and authorize them to draw upon the Military Appropriations for the expenditures."
The town meeting was held June 9th, and the selectmen were instructed "to furnish such
additional items of uniform" as they could legally do under the appropriation. Articles III and W
were dismissed. The selectmen were further instructed to pay the men at the rate of ten dollars a
month while drilling, and they were the committee chosen to carry these votes of the town into
effect.
Previous to this time, in response to President Lincoln's Proclamation of May 3rd, 1861, a
company had been formed in this town, the enlistment being for three years — or more — from
the time of being entered into service, which was June l0th. This was Company I, Seventh
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. For a month these men had been drilling, paying from their
own pockets for instruction, two “Boston Cadets" being hired to come to town for that purpose.
The officers were: captain, John P - Ashley;
first lieutenant, William W. Fisher; second lieutenant, Charles B. Des Jardins; third lieutenant,
Eben L. Sylvester: sergeants, E. E. Kelly, Baylies R. Richards, P. M. Whiting, William II. Wade;
corporals, John K. Paige, John N. Hall, James M. Day, Charles W. Snell, and eighty-five
privates, only two of whom were from another town. In August, 18G1, a warrant was issued, in
which it was suggested that the town vote upon the question of aiding the wives, children, and
parents of volunteers, both in the militia and in active service, when they were in need of such
aid, also as to the propriety of extending such aid to other relatives in case of their dependence
upon the volunteers. At the town meeting held September 5th it was voted to authorize the
treasurer to anticipate the taxes
to be levied and borrow a sum of money sufficient to aid wives and children and others
dependent upon the volunteers, both in the militia and in active service.
In 1862 the selectmen were N. Daggett, A. H. Robinson, and J. A. Perry. In July of that year a
Warrant was issued, calling upon the citizens to meet and decide what bounty should be offered
to encourage enlistments to fill the quota of the town under the President's then recent call for
more troops, to decide upon the manner of furnishing these bounties, and “to see if the town will
vote to pay their Volunteers who enlisted in June 1861, to fill up Co. I, 7th Reg. agreeably to a
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petition." The town meeting was held July 21st, when it was voted "to adopt the following
Resolutions offered by Hon. John Daggett."
Resolved; — That we inhabitants of Attleborough, fully appreciating, the value of the free
institutions under which we have so long lived and prospered and alive to the dangers which
threaten the existence and dismemberment of the Republic, are ever ready to do our part in
sustaining those institutions and transmitting them unimpaired to those who shall come after us.
Resolved; — That we deem it our duty to take immediate measures to furnish the quota of
Volunteers for this town under the recent call of the President of the United States.
Therefore resolved; — That the Selectmen he, and they are hereby authorized and instructed to
pay from the Treasury of the Town a bounty of One Hundred Dollars ($100) to each and every
person who shall enlist in this town as a Volunteer in the Service of the United States, under the
late call of the President, and shall duly enrolled and accepted as such.
Resolved; — That the Treasurer of the Town be, and he is hereby authorized to borrow the sum
of Six Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($6,300) for this purpose, and to give his notes
therefore.
"Voted to authorize the payment of Fifteen Dollars bounty to those who enlisted from the town
to fill up Co. I. 7th Reg. in June 1861, if they are still in the service, or have been honorably
discharged." It was also voted that the treasurer should borrow a sufficient sum of money to
carry these measures into effect, and that a committee of nine men, three from each part of the
town, should be chosen to assist the selectmen in recruiting. This committee were the following
gentlemen: Willard Blackinton, E. Ira Richards,
Elisha G. May, L. W. Dean, L. W. Daggett, H. K. W. Allen, Ira M. Conant, Stephen Richardson,
Stephen A. Knight.
"Voted to request the Selectmen to extend aid to those sick soldiers who have been discharged
from service."
"Voted the thanks of the meeting to Hon. John Daggett, for his address and services on this
occasion."
"Voted that II. N. Daggett be on a committee to have the proceedings of this meeting published
in the Union Gazette, and Democrat."
It soon became evident that a higher bounty must be offered, to enable the town to supply the
necessary quota, and a town meeting was called for August 6, 1862. It was then voted to offer a
bounty of §200,000 and the treasurer was authorized to borrow the necessary sum of money.
This bounty was to be paid to all who should enlist ''on or before the 15th day of August." The
selectmen were authorized to see that these measures were effected, and instructed to pay no
bounties later than the date appointed. It was also voted "to choose a Finance Committee of
three," and Ezekiel Bates, L. W. Dean, and E. Ira Richards were the gentlemen chosen.
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August 14, 1862, the following warrant was issued: — Article II. "To see if the town will vote to
pay a bounty of One Hundred Dollars to each inhabitant thereof who shall volunteer and enlist
into the service of the United States on or before the first day of September next, towards filling
up the quota of said town under the present draft of the President for Three Hundred Thousand
nine-months men; agreeably to a petition."
Article III. "To see if the town will vote to pay a gratuity of One Hundred Dollars to each
inhabitant thereof who enlisted in Co. I., 7th Mass. Reg. and is now in the service of the U. S., or
to his family if deceased before or since his honorable discharge ; agreeably to a petition."
Article IV. "To see if the town will vote to pay a gratuity of One Hundred Dollars to each
inhabitant thereof who has enlisted in any other Mass. Reg. and to his family or those dependent
upon him for support, if deceased before or since his honorable discharge ; agreeably to a
petition."
Article V. " To see if the town will vote to authorize their Treasurer to raise sufficient money for
the town, and to transact such other matters and things as may be required to carry into effect the
above articles."
At the town meeting held August 23rd, it was voted to pay the men who should enlist for nine
months before September 1st, the bounty of $100. Frank S. Draper and L. T. Starkey were
chosen a recruiting committee for these nine-months men. Article III was referred to the military
committee which had been chosen.
Article IV was also referred to some committee to report at some future time and place. The
treasurer was authorized to borrow such sums of money as should be needed to pay the bounties
for these nine-months men and "to pay all bills for examining recruits, and charge the same to
the Military Account." Some resolutions presented by Mr. Lyman W. Dean were adopted, and a
copy of the same ordered to be sent to the Captain of Co. I., and to be printed in the Taunton
Gazette and Democrat.
These resolutions were as follows: —
Resolved; That we the Citizens of Attleborough in town Meeting, assembled do highly
appreciate the Military Services of the members of Co. I, 7th Mass Reg.; that we remember with
gratitude that they promptly responded to the call of our country, when the shrill clarion of War
sounded to arms for the purpose of crushing out a wicked rebellion.
Resolved; That we hold in grateful remembrance the sacrifices which they made when
they left behind them the loved ones at home, and all the endearing' associations that Mustered
around the domestic altar, and exchanged these comforts and pleasures for the stern duties of the
camp and the battlefield.
Resolved; That we hold said Co. in grateful remembrance and that we will do what we
can by our influence and means to encourage their hearts and awaken in their bosoms the true
fire of patriotism which they rightfully inherit from a noble ancestry.
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Resolved; That a copy of these resolutions be furnished the Acting Captain of Co. I, and
Published in the Taunton Gazette a warrant with various articles was issued September 11th. The
questions arose as to the number of men (if eighty-three) to whom the hundred-dollar bounty
should be paid, as to instructions; the treasurer to arrange for the necessary funds, and as to
instructing the selectmen to pay the recruiting and other necessary charges and collect the
amount from the State. Several of the articles of the above-mentioned warrant were dismissed,
but the town voted "to instruct the selectmen to pay the bounty to the nine-months volunteers to
the number of thirty-live as the quota of the town."
During this spring and summer a company of nine-months men had been forming in town. There
were seventy-six members exclusive of commissioned officers, and they were claimed by the
city of Boston as a part of its quota. This company went into camp at Boxford, this State, and
here on September 18th, 1862, they elected their officers: captain, L. T. Starkey; first lieutenant,
F. S. Draper; second lieutenant, 10. S. Horton; sergeants, H. A. Burchard. J. II. Godfrey;
corporals, II. S. Adams, S. G. Bassett. September 23rd they were mustered into the service of the
United States and organized as Co. C, 47th Reg. Mass. Vol. Infantry. The selectmen for 1«G3
were 11. N. Richardson, A. II. Robinson, and J. A. Perry. In July of that year came an order from
the War Department for a draft. This town was in the second district, and the draft took place at
Taunton. Attleboro was the first town called on the drafting for sub districts. Four hundred and
four ballots were put into the box, and from these one hundred and twenty-one were to be drawn.
Of this number fifty-three were exempted under the law. The names of these men will be found
in the succeeding chapter.
A warrant for a special town meeting was issued July 27th, 1863, containing the following
articles: —
Article II. "To see what action the town will take with regard to reimbursement by the State of
bounties paid to volunteers as provided in Chapter 218, of the Acts of the Legislature, approved
April 29, 1863.
Article IV. "To see if the town will vote to aid the families of drafted men, as provided in
Chapter 176, of the Acts of the Legislature, approved April 23, 1863."
Article V. "To see what measures the town will adopt for rendering assistance to such of our
citizens as may be called into the service of the United States under the Act of Congress
approved March 3rd, 1863, in such manner as may be deemed expedient, and also to their
families while they may be absent in said service. Also to take any legal measures that may be
deemed expedient to carry any vote the town may adopt in relation thereto into effect; agreeably
to a petition."
The town meeting was held August 3d, and under Article 111 the following resolution was
passed: — “Resolved; That the town elect to raise and pay its proportion of the tax provided in
Chapter 218 of the Acts of 1863, in accordance with the 9th section of said Act.
"Voted that the town furnish aid to the families of drafted men as provided in Chapter 176 of the
Acts of the Legislature approved April 23, 1.863. "Voted to dismiss Article V from the warrant."
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November 18th, 1863, Captain Everett S. Horton was appointed “Recruiting Officer for the 58th
Reg. of Infantry" (3d Veterans) by order of " His Excellency, John A. Andrew, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief" of this State. Forty-nine men enlisted in town in this regiment. thirtyseven of them in Co. C, of which Captain Horton became chief officer. The same selectmen were
chosen for 1864 March 29th of that year a town meeting was held, at which it was voted to
refund the money subscribed by citizens for recruiting purposes, and that the treasurer should be
authorized to borrow sufficient sums to carry the vote into effect. April 4, 1804.
At a town meeting lawfully warned it was voted " that the town raise a sufficient sum of money
by taxation, to be applied under the direction of the Selectmen, in aid of, and to procure its quota
of Volunteers under the call of the President, dated :March 1-J, 1864: Provided that the amount
of money so raised and implied, shall not exceed the sum of One Hundred and Twenty Five
Dollars for each Volunteer duly enlisted and mustered into the service of the United States, as a
part of its quota."
"Voted that the Selectmen be, and they are hereby instructed to cause the amount of money so
raised and applied, to be assessed upon the inhabitants of the town in the annual assessment for
the current.”
"Voted that the treasurer be instructed to borrow a sufficient sum of money, on temporary loan,
(and issue notes of the town therefore,) to carry out the foregoing vote, and hold the same subject
to the orders of the Selectmen for this purpose."
"Voted that the Selectmen be instructed to act as recruiting agents in filling the quota of the town
under the present call, and that they be authorized to employ such means as are necessary to
accomplish the purpose."
At a special town meeting lawfully warned and held May 24th it was voted to reimburse the
subscribers to a recruiting fund raised after the call of the President, February 1st, 1804, for
200,000 troops, and the treasurer was authorized and instructed to take proper means to pay the
necessary sums to the citizens. At the same time the town took the following actions: —
"Voted to choose a Recruiting Committee of three persons to assist the Selectmen in filling up
the quota of the town. Chose H. N. Daggett, J. H. Bronson, G. I. Hatch."
"Voted that the Recruiting Committee be instructed to fully investigate the matter of the
deficiency of the credits to the quota of the town."
"Voted that the Selectmen be instructed to cause the amount voted this day to be reimbursed, to
be assessed upon the inhabitants of the town in the annual assessment of the current year,
provided it can be legally done, and not to exceed Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars, or the
amount reimbursed."
A warrant was issued June 6th, 1861, and the town meeting was held June 14th. At this time the
joint committee appointed at the previous meeting made their report as follows:
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The committee proceeded to Boston, and ascertained that the deficiency of our quota under the
three calls, was 25 men, according to the account as kept by the Provost Marshal, and that a draft
had actually been made for that number. After making up our account and comparing it with the
Muster Rolls at the Adjutant General's office, we discovered that the names of eleven men had
not been passed to our credit. We presented our account to the Provost Marshal, claiming
additional credits for that number, and succeeded in having the allowance made, thus reducing
the actual deficiency to 14 men. To cancel this balance and till the quota, the committee have
paid the commutation of six men at $100 each, and of one man in part $175, making si975. out
of the funds reimbursed to subscribers. The committee have also recruited and obtained credit fur
JO 1-3 volunteers, which together with the 11 additional credits makes 28, leaving a surplus of 3
towards another call.
" Voted to accept report of committee." It was also voted that the town should reimburse to the
subscribers to the recruiting fund a sum not to exceed $125 to each volunteer, provided the
subscribers should order the sum to be held by the treasurer subject to the order of the selectmen,
to be used to obtain volunteers, should future calls for troops be made. The selectmen and
treasurer received the proper authority to cause this measure to be carried out, and the town also
voted that the committee of three chosen should be “a Recruiting Committee to act in
conjunction with the Selectmen." A legally warned town meeting was held August 2nd, 1864.
"Voted that the town raise a sum of money not to exceed One Hundred and Twenty Five Dollars
($125) per man, to procure the quota of the town under the last call of the President of the United
States, dated July 18, 1864, for 500,000 troops."
"Voted that the sum of money necessary to carry the above vote into effect, be assessed in the
annual tax of 1864, and the treasurer be authorized to borrow money in anticipation of receipts
from the same."
A special town meeting was held November 19th, 1864, to hear a report of the recruiting
committee. The "majority report" was made be' five of the six gentlemen forming that
committee, and following are some extracts from it: —
"The committee finding it impossible to obtain recruits at home except at most exorbitant prices,
until learning that there was a prospect of obtaining them at Washington and vicinity at very low
rates, met and chose Mr. George D. Hatch, and Dr. J. R. Bronson as a sub-committee and as
agents of the town to proceed to Washington at once, and recruit our town's quota, upon the best
terms possible."
At this meeting it was voted "to pay Messrs. Hatch and Bronson their traveling expenses, and
other proper expenses, and a reasonable compensation per day for their services; and Messrs.
Hatch and Bronson accepted the proposition and proceeded at once to Washington. They met
with but little success, as the Secretary of War had issued an order forbidding agents from the
States to recruit in the District of Columbia, and Dr. Bronson returned home. Mr. Hatch, having
learned that men could be obtained at the front, secured the proper pass and proceeded to the
Army of the Potomac at Petersburg (on his own account), where he engaged sixty men and had
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them mustered into service to the credit of the town. Returning to Washington, he telegraphed
for $9,000, which was sent him by the committee. Then he returned home, subsequently,
however, making three other trips for recruiting purposes. From this time complications seem to
have arisen as to the number of men, the charges for them, etc., all of which matters are set forth
at length by the committee. Upon the presentation of Mr. Hatch's claim for enlistment bounties
and his services in obtaining the same, the committee agreed that it was exorbitant in its amount
and therefore in violation of his agreement with them and they referred the entire matter back ''to
the town for their consideration and disposal." This report was dated November 19th, 1864, and
signed by H. N. Richardson. A. H. Robinson, J. A. Perry, H. N. Daggett, J. R. Bronson.
The minority report was also presented to the town at this meeting, and in it Mr. Hatch gave an
account of his work upon the trips made for the purpose of recruiting soldiers, giving the number
of men obtained, circumstances, etc., detailing his reasons for actions taken, stating clearly the
position he had taken and his reasons therefore, and offering to submit the decision in the matter
to a committee of disinterested men or to a court of law. This report was signed by George D.
Hatch. This matter remained unsettled for several years, but was finally adjusted. Further details
would be of no special interest, and enough has been said to explain the presence of "Regular
Army" soldiers credited to our town, for whose services considerable sums of money were paid.
December 19th, 18G4, the President issued a call for 300,000 troops, and a town meeting was
called to take necessary action on the matter. January 21, 1865.
"Voted that the Recruiting Committee be, and are hereby instructed, to use whatever money or
moneys they may have in the Town Treasurer's hands, subject to their drafts, to procure
volunteers in anticipation of a call from the President for men.”
The selectmen for 1865 were Willard Blackinton. A. H. Robinson, and J. A. Perry. The annual
town meeting was held April 3d.
"Voted that the Treasurer be authorized to borrow money to continue the payment of aid to
families of volunteers. “Voted to raise Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) to be applied in part
payment of the indebtedness of the town on Military Account."
A town meeting lawfully warned was held April 2d, 18GG. "Voted to continue
the payment of state aid to the families of volunteers.
"A warrant dated March 21st, 1867, contained an article with reference to appropriation; money
to pay men who were drafted and furnished substitutes for themselves. At the meeting held April
1st it was voted to discharge that article from the warrant and to refer the continued payment of
State aid to families of volunteers to the judgment of selectmen."
At the annual town meeting held April 8th, 1868, it was voted "to continue to pay State aid to the
families of soldiers in accordance with the provisions of the Laws of the Commonwealth." A
meeting was called during the same month to see if the town would vote to pay a balance due to
members of Company I who enlisted prior to May 23rd, 1861, but no action was taken. A special
meeting was called for May 4th, at which the following action upon this matter was taken: “On
motion of L. W. Dean it was "voted: That the members of Co. I, 7th Regiment, Mass. Vol. who
enlisted in the service of the United States, and the widows, fathers, and mothers of said soldiers

A SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF ATTLEBORO CIVIL WAR

PAGE 8 OF 51

who died in said service, who enlisted prior to May 23d, 1861, be paid the balance due each of
them for their first three months service agreeably to a vote of the Town, and the Law of the
State passed May 23d, 1861. Amended as follows and voted: That all honorably discharged
members of Com. I, Seventh Reg. Mass. Vol., who were or are citizens of Attleboro, and who
enlisted in the service of the U. S. prior to May 2nd, 1861, and the widows, fathers, and mothers
of any of said soldiers who died in said service, be paid the balance due each of them for their
first three months' service, agreeable to a vote of the Town, and the Law of the State passed May
23d, 1861."
"On motion of F. G. Whitney it was voted that a committee of three be appointed by this meeting
to ascertain who the members are, also the amounts due them, and that Charles Faas and John C.
Thayer be included among said numbers. Voted that the committee be appointed by nomination.
L. "NV. Dean, J. R. Bronson, and H. N. Daggett were nominated, and by vote declared elected."
Annual town meeting for 1869. held April 5th.
"Voted to pay State aid to the families of disabled soldiers as last year." Annual town meeting
held April 4th, 1870, '• Voted to pay State aid as last year."
The following records may be of interest to some persons as reminders of occurrences during the
war, and they are therefore given.
We he undersigned who have subscribed and paid to the fund to aid in procuring the quota of
Attleborough under the call of the President for 500,000 additional troops dated Oct., 1883, and
Feb., 1861, hereby authorize and order the Treasurer of the town, in case the amount we
voluntarily contributed to promote enlistments should be ordered to be reimbursed to us by vote
of said town, under a Statute approved March IS, INM, to pay said amounts to the Selectmen or
other recruiter or officers legally appointed for the town, to obtain the quota of the town under
the last call of the President for 200,000 more troops, and this order with the receipts of the
recruiting officer of officers shall be your vouchers therefore.
Albert C. Jillson. Geo. F. Knowlcs, Albert A. White, J. Claxton Wightman, Eliplialet White,
Isaac Draper, William V. Shaw, John Doran, James H. Horton, F. W. 11. Knowles, D. O.
Stanley, Arnold Jillson, George W. Sadler, A. M. Read.
Another paper similar to the above, bearing date June 7, l864, was prepared, in which the call of
Oct. 17, 1863, for 300,000 troops only is mentioned, and the subscribers authorize the treasurer
to pay the money to the selectmen or recruiting officer, in anticipation of a future call. This was
signed by the following citizens: —
A. M. Everett,
G. A. Dean,
O. S. Thayer,
F. Robbins,
A. F. Lee,
A. Robbins,
J. Sweet,

II. A. Capron,
Peter Nerney,
Nelson Smith,
Mace B. Short,
Frederic D. Bliss,
John Dennis,
George W. Curren,
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George W. Lee,
Charles K. Bliss,
Hiram Jones,
Horace G. Cutting,
David L. Tucker.
Nelson Carpenter,
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J. B. Briggs,
Samuel Bromley,
Cyrus Briggs.
James Briggs,
Milton Freeman,
Joseph L Witherell,
B. C. Ingalls.
G.J. Ingalls,
James Mugg,
William Slater,
B. Harvey,
Addison M. Knight,
C. B. Des Jardins,
P. II. Short,
W. S. Lincoln,
H. S. Adams,
E. Bartley,
W. E. Robinson,
J. J. Cummings,
C. H. Sturdy.
George \V. Handy,
D. Claflin,
B. A. Cummings,
F. L. Cummings,
S. E. Briggs,
Jacob Briggs,

Israel Williams,
Jonathan Fuller.
N. H. Bliss,
G. N. Bacon,
William Bowen,
A. E. Walton,
B. B. King,
G. B. Adams.
Abner Witherell.
Darius Briggs,
G. II. Cummings,
G. D. Hayward,
H. N. Daggett.
A. Capron,
S. B. Staples,
Edwin E. Weaver.
Chas. A. Weaver,
Patrick Butler.
John Cooper,
E. Sanford,
James L. Briggs,
Albert Briggs,
A. S. Blackinton,
Wm. P. Shaw,
J. H. Sturdy,
E. S. Capron,

S. W. Carpenter,
N. J. Smith,
Caleb E. Parmenter.
Arthur B. Carpenter,
Z. B. Carpenter,
H. D. Parmenter,
Dexter Parmenter,
S. A. Knight,
A. Chatterton,
Michael :Mc--- .
Edward Corbett,
Nelson Briggs.
Elisha E. Wilmarth.
Benjamin Bowen,
Seabury W. Bowen,
Simeon Baker,
Abner Witherell, Jr.
Jonathan Follett,
B. Thayer,
Geo. O. Dunham,
Wm. M. Fisher.
Ela Door.
Hiram Fisher,
Thomas Fuller,
H. M. Daggett.

Vouchers on file on account of Reinforcements of Bounty to Attleborough. The number of men
enlisted from the town in three years service is 320. The aggregate bounty paid is $20,505. A
bounty of $15 has been paid to 107 volunteers. A bounty of $300 has been paid to 63 — total
170.
The number of men enlisted in nine months service is 51. The amount of bounty paid, $5,100.
The City of Boston has paid 20 of the men $2.000. No private associations have paid bounty in
this town.
Signed, H. N. Daggett,
To Chair of Selectmen.
Attleboro. Jan. 1st1863
The whole number of men enlisting in the town of Attleboro under call of the President for
troops for nine months service is sixty-five (65) prior to the 25th day of September, 1862.
Signed H. N. Daggett, Selectmen of Attleboro
J. A. Perry,
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Attleborough, Sept. 27, 1862
Enlisted in Co. " C' 47th. Regiment
Mayor's Office, City Hall,
Boston, October S. 1802.
This certifies that there has been enlisted in the 17th Reg. — Mass. Militia — men whose names
are hereunto annexed belonging to the town of Attleboro (whose quota has been duly tilled) for
the quota of the City of Boston, under the draft, by order of the President, for 300,000 Militia.
If another draft should be ordered and these men claimed by the said town of Attleborough for
their quota, it is understood and agreed that the said City of Boston shall be refunded any bounty
which may have been paid by the City of Boston, otherwise they shall remain a part of the quota
of the City of Boston.

H. N. Daggett,
A. H. Robinson,
J. A. Perry,

Selectmen
of
Attleborough

Signed Joseph M. Wightman,
Mayor of Boston.

Mayor's Office, City Hall.

To the Selectmen of Attleboro
Boston, October 27, 1862.
Gentlemen; It appears by the returns to the Adjutant General's office, that the City of Boston
does not receive credit for sixteen out of the forty-seven men reported as having been transferred
from Attleborough Please call at this office as soon as possible, in order that the matter may be
adjusted.
I am etc.
James M. Bugbee
Mayor's Clerk.
City of Boston,
Mayor's Office, City Hall, Nov. 25, 1862.
Sir: It appears by a statement from the Adjutant General that he has withdrawn 25 men
transferred by you to the quota of the City of Boston. Please furnish information to this office
forthwith, as to whether you propose to recall the men and refund the bounty paid by this City, or
make up the number by new enlistments. If any are to be recalled, you will please designate them
by name.
Joseph M. Wightman, Mayor.
To Chairman of the Selectmen.
Mayor's Office, City Hall.
Boston, .Jan 27, 1863
Received of Mr. H. N Daggett. Chairman of the Selectmen of the town of Attleborough twenty
eight hundred dollars, being the amount paid by the City of Boston for twenty eight men, who
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are hereby re-transferred to the said town as a part of its quota, in conformity with the agreement
accompanying their original l transfer to the quota of Boston, dated Oct. 8, 1862.
F. W. Lincoln. Jr.
Mayor
The number of men in Company I to whom the sum of $23.75 was given as additional pay, those
who enlisted at an early date, was sixty-six. In 186l the number of families assisted was fifty or
fifty-two.
These records of the war are very incomplete, for they show only the outline of the work
accomplished by our citizens at home and nothing; of what was done by our soldiers in the field.
It must always be deeply regretted that someone connected with the public work of the town did
not realize the importance of keeping full accounts of the actions of those stirring times as they
were transpiring. Such accounts would be of great interest not only to the actors themselves now
at the close of a quarter of a century since the events took place, but of ever increasing interest
and importance to the coming generations, who must learn by records or tradition of what their
fathers did to preserve the union of our great country.
We have seen how prompt our men were in avowing and proving their patriotism in the days of
the war, and the women of our town were equally so. They freely gave of their best to their
country, bravely bade Godspeed to husbands, brothers, and sons as they left their homes, and
then set to work with willing hands, though aching hearts, to furnish such comforts as they might
to those who had gone to serve in the field.
At a town meeting held May 3rd, 1861, the following communication was
presented: —
The Ladies of Attleboro wait only an opportunity of testifying their deep interest in the cause of
freedom, and their earnest faith that our flag shall be kept un-sullied. They ignore that the
present crisis has proved, beyond doubt, that brave, unselfish heroism still exists in our land,
roused by no pulse of passion, but beating with the calm, determined will, that treachery has
roused, and only victory shall appease: Their wishes and sympathies are with our brave troops,
and in preparing clothing for those who go from their midst, they offer speedy, cheerful, and
zealous hands. Abby W. Capron, Molina L. Capron, Mary J. Capron, Mrs. Angelina Daggett,
Mrs. Lucy F. Daggett, Mrs. Sally Daggett, Mrs. Lydia M. Peck, Mrs. Rebecca C. Blackinton,
Mrs. Mary D. Richardson, Harriot A. Blackinton, Miss Lizzie C. Blanding, Miss J.J. Shann, Miss
Lissie W. Martin, Mrs. S. Allen, Mrs. C.F. Bronson, Miss Leizzie Thompson, Miss Mary M.
Clutchy, Mrs. Chera M. Blackinton, Mrs. Lydia S. Bliss, Mrs. Ann J. Hodges, Miss Sabra C.
Peck, Miss Sally N Peck, Mrs. Nancy N. Drown, Mrs. Sarah F. Drown, Miss Mary Wheelock,
Mrs. Emily E. Cooper, Mrs. Clarissa Blackinton, Mrs. C. E. Blackinton, Mrs. P.F. Blackinton,
Miss Belle Capron, Mrs. Sarah L. Kelly and Miss Mary Nerney.
At the same town meeting the following vote was adopted: —
''Voted to present a vote of thanks to the Ladies of Attleboro, for their kind assistance offered to
prepare clothing for those who may leave this town to serve their Country, and record the same
with names attached."
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Just as our men worked all through the war with unflagging zeal, so our women were tireless in
their efforts to supply some of the needs of sick and wounded soldiers in the hospitals or to add
little comforts to brighten and cheer their hard, dreary lives in camp and field. Sewing societies
were formed in various parts of the town: at the North, the South and West, and at the East
villages; at Dodgeville; and doubtless in other villages or neighborhoods. These met at the
churches or at the homes of some of the ladies and were attended by those of all ages. Children
helped to pick lint or make bandages, the elders cut and made garments, '' and old ladies of
eighty years knitted socks at their homes." Unfortunately no records have been kept of this work,
but many barrels of comfortable, well-made clothing, many thousands of yards of soft bandages,
and many pounds of lint were prepared by those clever, eager hands and sent to the front. In the
East village, as no doubt elsewhere, the society was called the Soldiers' Aid Society, and it met
weekly in the vestry of the church.
Mrs. Belden, Mrs. Lyman Dean, Mrs. N. C. Luther, Miss Molina Capron, Miss Sally Peck, and
others were among the leaders in the work. The ladies here arranged fairs, which were very
successful, and several times a hundred and fifty dollars were made at these. A reading circle
was in existence at that time, which met once a week, and at this the ladies always busied
themselves with knitting stockings, the tops of which were red and white to form the patriotic
combination. All the work done was not done in common at the frequent society gathering S.
Many who could not leave their homes had work given them to do there, and not the least earnest
in this labor of love were those women upon whom, in the absence of husbands and sons, had
fallen the chief burden of the support of their families. Facts and figures may and should be
compiled and preserved, but the real history of such labors as these can never be written by any
human pen. "Who shall say, however, that they are not in every such case important factors in
working out the grand result? While we honor our soldiers and citizens for their noble record of
the War of the Rebellion, we will honor our women also, for '• they did what they could."
REMINISCENCES, EXPERIENCES OF SOLDIERS, ETC.
A few reminiscences of the early days of the war have been obtained from some of the ladies
who were engaged in the fitting out of the soldiers who first enlisted in town, and several old
soldiers have kindly given us an outline of their companies' marches and actions, adding some
personal experiences of their times of active service.
As has been seen, enlistments began very early. General Orders No. 8 was issued by Governor
John A. Andrew on April 22d, 1861, and under these orders Company 1 was formed in this
town. Arms being supplied, the next want was proper clothing. "The town was very liberal in
furnishing all that was required" in the way of material, and the ladies agreed to make it up. In
North Attleborough they met in the hall of the Masonic building those ladies who were able to
do so, and others, took work to their homes, while the old ladies whose eyes were too dim for
sewing at once began to knit socks. The uniforms were cut by a tailor. They were of gray cloth,
with short, close coats, and military buttons. They were to have been trimmed with red, but that
order was countermanded, as it was thought the color "might be a mark for the rebels." Mrs.
Benjamin Pratt was one of those most active and efficient in that part of the town and held many
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meetings at her house, -where subsequently undergarments, lint, and bandages were also
prepared.
In East Attleborough the ladies met in what is now "Union Hall"; Miss Abby Capron was the
head of the committee, a position she was well qualified to occupy, and upon her devolved the
care of the undergarments. The tailor came from North Attleborough to cut the suits, and Miss
Angenette Starkey took charge of the basting, which occupied her for eight days, even with the
able assistance, a portion of the time, of Mrs. Stephen Pierce, whose efforts deserve special
mention, because, as some may remember, it was with great difficulty that she could get to the
hall to work, owing to the disapproval of some members of her family. To this day Miss Starkey
remembers thankfully her "happy thought" in having the name C of each soldier pinned to the
various portions of his suit, in order to insure the proper coming together of the right legs, arms,
and bodies. But for this, it is easy to imagine the mixtures that would have resulted, mixtures
which no shaking —though as vigorous as that in the "Valley of Dry Bones"— would have been
able to make right. There were several sewing machines in the hall, one a Mrs. Wilkinson's
mother Mrs. Dr. Sanford's, and, if the memory of our informant is correct, the doctor himself
helped to use it in the good cause. Men, women, and children were all eager to work and "did
with their might whatever their hands found to do." Any work was man's work, any work
woman's work, that either could do. The Ladies, it is said, brought "spider web silk" to make the
clothes with, and Major Holman went to Providence to procure the proper kind, and "Alcott
Hardon was press man." The work went on here for over forty days with "the hall full in the
afternoons," and the story for North Attleborough would doubtless be much the same, for nearly
a hundred men had to be made ready. Besides his suit, each soldier was supplied with two
flannel shirts, two pairs of drawers, socks, a havelock, and a bag "containing all the necessary
articles for mending his clothing." The Ladies attended also to providing the blankets. Mr.
Lyman Dean presented the insignia for the caps, which were raised gold letters and were made in
Taunton, and to each soldier he gave $1.50 worth of postage stamps.
Of the one hundred and live men in Company I, only nine were not of our town. The company's
drill ground was on the " old Tom French Place," as it was then familiarly called, on the road
from the Farmers to Robersonville where there was a racing track of a mile in length, and before
leaving home- "the company could march around the track in fifteen minutes.'' shows This the
zeal with which our citizens went to work to make soldiers of themselves when the necessity
came, and the result was certainly creditable for a month's time with men wholly unaccustomed
to such exercise Their gymnasium was in the basement of Whiting's new shop at North
Attleborough. The day before they left town for camp, Sunday, Captain Ashley preached to the
company in the Baptist church, and the following morning they met at four o clock on the
common in front of the church. Many can recall the sad scenes of that early morning, for almost
everybody in that part of the town came there to say - good-by "and -Godspeed." The company
marched to East Attleborough, where in Union Hail they found a fine spread awaiting them, -but
the boys did not feel much like eating." The clerk Mr. Wade, was obliged to take charge of
calling the roll, the orderly sergeant not feeling it was his duty." No one can wonder at that
sergeant's feeling or blame him for shifting such a duty in such surroundings, for the whole story
is told in the simple phrase of the clerk himself, a man whose bravery was unquestioned, and he
says: "It was the hardest work I ever did".
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The Seventh went into camp first at Taunton, where they remained for a month-from June 12th
to July 12th, 1861 -and where on June 10th they were mustered into the service of the United
States, the regiment promising to serve for the war, or for three or five years." Four of the
companies were stationed in the old Exhibition buildings, I and K together, and just opposite
them Company E. who were called "the Dorchester Owls," because they were always awake at
night. The first night there was no sleep for anybody. Boots flew here and there to the
accompaniment of every variety of cat call, and there was a general and lively good time."
Whenever the others called for quiet, of course a few seconds sufficed to set every man snoring
lustily for the time being. All this fun, however, did not 'make careless soldiers, but quite the
contrary. Indeed, only recently. Colonel Couch in referring to the Seventh Regiment said that its
discipline and attendance to duty were the same during those few days in camp before it entered
the United States service as they were afterwards, and its reputation in those respects is too well
known to need comment here. In July came orders to proceed to Washington. Very many can
remember the twelfth day of that month. The hour when the train bearing the Seventh was to
pass through the East village was known, and from all over the town people collected at the
station. The old depot platform was crowded with pale-faced women and excited children, all
eager for a handshake and good-by with those who were now to go to the front" and learn the
terrible lessons of real war. The train stopped some moments at a little distance from the village
and then rushed swiftly through it, and the waiting ones had only the merest glimpse of loved
faces, and the echoes of a hundred voices mingled in parting phrases. This was the last seen of,
alas! Too many a dear one, for the Seventh reaped the reward of active service and returned from
that journey with sadly thinned ranks.
In passing through Baltimore "they were obliged to load up" and had no opportunity to appease
their hunger. Their first night in Washington was spent in the Capitol, where rations were served
them. One of the men says: "We slept in marble halls, and did not need to dream of them." The
first permanent camp of the Seventh was Camp Kalorama in the hospital grounds, where they
remained until August 5th and then removed to Camp Brightwood, a temporary camp near
Brightwood, on the right side of Seventh Street. Upon a certain occasion here one of the courses
on the bill of fare proved to be "meat rather lively." The regimental taste not being sufficiently
educated to enjoy that as an article of food, it was decided to make another disposition of it, and
the Fall River companies A and B got out their drums and to the "Dead March in Saul," or
something else, buried it with appropriate ceremonies." Later the camp was changed to a spot
between Seventh and Fourteenth streets, on which latter street was the hospital, then a hotel, the
place being now occupied by a race ground. While here Company I had the measles and Henry
Davenport died. The winter was passed in this place and barracks had to be constructed. The
trees were found in the woods not far away. Trunks were dug- out, logs set down in them, and
the chinks filled in with mud. Some of the ends were run up together to form peaked roofs, and
the tents were opened and spread over these as a covering. The chimney to each barrack was
built with logs and mud, cobhouse fashion, and had a fireplace. Each company had four
buildings, and each squad had a sergeant and two corporals in it. Before the barracks were
erected the men had had tents, but after leaving camp they had only shelter tents, of which each
man carried a portion. Even these they were without for some time and were obliged to form
shelters for themselves as best they could by putting two of their rubber blankets together and
fastening them with wooden pins.
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In March, 1862, the regiment was sent to Prospect Hill, as a forward movement was expected.
Here they had mud, and no shelter"; so our men occupied themselves in building huge fires of
whole trees and drying one side while the other side was getting wet. The return march to camp
was through mud knee-deep, with a little variety in wading Rock Creek in water waist-high.
Company I, however, were most cheerfully welcomed at their barracks with roaring fires, hot
coffee, etc., prepared by Mr. Des Jardens, who, being ordnance officer, had been left in camp
and so "could look out for his men." We fancy .some of the Company I "boys" can feel the
warmth of those fires and smell the fragrant odors of that steaming coffee even now. The last of
March orders were received to start for the Peninsula. These were obeyed so promptly that the
regiment visit at Columbia College too soon, so after remaining in the grounds for a time it
returned to camp. The morning following their return, however, transports were taken for
Fortress Monroe and the Seventh quartered at Camp Smith, beyond Hampton, near Big Bethel.
The next camp was Warwick Court House, in the woods, where picket duty was done until the
evacuation of Yorktown. Thence our men proceeded to the fight at Williamsburg, and the night
preceding they camped in a cornfield, where the rain took a cheerful way of announcing itself by
trickling down their backs. Not long after this our informant, then the First Sergeant of Company
I, had to make a little digression. After an exposure to the lain of thirty-six hours' duration, he
was compelled to submit to a siege of toothache, and just about the time the southern army was
evacuating its position several of his hitherto reliable dental members were by order of their
commander quitting their stronghold, like the '' rebs" never again to become possessed of their
former fortifications.
The day following this battle of Williamsburg, which was a hard one, though the number of
troops employed was not very large, the regiment had a march of twenty-five miles, a most
severe one, for the day was intensely hot and many fell out by the way on account of the heat and
lack of water. From this time on the regiment was actively engaged in the skirmishing line all
along the Peninsula. This line of drill had been that of the Seventh, and our Attleborough "boys"
were especially interested in it. Upon one occasion, when two companies had been ordered out,
and one of them was too slow, it was with pride and pleasure that Company I obeyed an order
from their colonel to "go out and go faster." Company I took part in the battle of Fair Oaks,
which began May 'Mat, 1862, and this was their first experience of real fighting. At this time
Lieutenant Des Jardins was commanding the company, and here Sergeant Faas lost his leg by
being in what would ordinarily have been another man's place. .In this battle the regiment was
surrounded, and was released by General Sumner. At that time Lieutenant Whiting was with the
company, and as they were preparing to camp for the night a man met him and inquired for some
North Carolina regiment, so Mr. Whiting at once took him to the colonel as a prisoner. This
camping place was a meadow where the men had to lie on their guns to keep from the wet, and
with only pants, shirts, and blouses. The summons to the battle had come while they were
preparing dinner, and being still a little new to the usages of war they left everything as it was,
taking only their guns. The battle over, they were minus coats, blankets, food, and utensils, and
they had nothing to eat from Saturday morning until Sunday night, when they received "one hard
tack a piece." The day following this battle they had a chance to fight a little" from behind a
railroad, and two of the company were wounded.
Soon after this they returned to a camp near the former old one, and having lost their clothes,
equipment, etc., they had to be newly supplied. They remained in this place until .June 20th,

A SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF ATTLEBORO CIVIL WAR

PAGE 16 OF 51

when they went on to the pick up lines. This was the commencement of the seven days' fight
before Richmond. Company I had some skirmishing; and was engaged in the battle of Malvern
Hill and in one nearby encounter at Charles City crossroads. At Malvern Hill their position was
on rear ground, where they could overlook the Battlefield— a great plateau filled with men —
and witness the fight. After this our men camped for six weeks near Harrison's Landing in a fine
wheat field, building breastworks several times as they moved about; and here many were ill
from the effects of poor water. Next by transport to Alexandria, and, horses being delayed, the
officers had for a time to test their marching powers on foot with the men. Directly after the
second battle of Bull Run, our company was among those who went back following Lee, but
between him and Washington. They were in the battle of Antietam and lay one night on the field,
where Mr. Wade as orderly sergeant tried to waken a dead man." They followed the "rebs" for a
while and finally went into camp at Downsville, Md., where they remained until October. Being
ordered to move, they crossed the river at Berlin, where they had "to make the muster rolls in the
night on empty cracker boxes" with dew-dampened paper, and then went on into Virginia,
camping at New Baltimore. November 9th General Burnside look command of the Army of the
Potomac and soon made a move down toward Fredericksburg, and Company I was in the battle
at that place on December 13th, 1862, when "Terrill was killed and Snell wounded." During this
year Colonel Russell left the regiment, expressing at parting from his men many regrets at being
obliged to leave them. The regiment was rather unjustly treated in this respect, having had five
different colonels placed in command over it. This was one of the times when jealousy waxed
rampant over the eastern army, when the chief fighting seemed to be over the question of a
commander, who was no sooner appointed and ready for action than he was superseded, and the
men were occupied in "waiting for orders" or trying to obey contradictory ones.
The Seventh stayed near Falmouth all the winter of 1862-63 and were in the famous "Mud
March," as it was called, when the great Army of the Potomac “marched up, and then marched
down again." Its next fight was the battle of Chancellorsville — second Fredericksburg. Here
Company I lost its captain, Prentiss M. Whiting, and the command devolved upon Lieutenant
Wade. Company D lost in this light nineteen out of forty-one men, and Company I suffered
severely. A. Bartlett Keith, Alexander Corey, Edward Dean, and Andrew Farrell were all
wounded in the leg, the former severely, the latter slightly; Henry Graff in the shoulder severely;
J. Allen Tillson, in the hand slightly; John A. Whaley, in the abdomen severely; and James B.
Tisdale, mortally in the feet. This was the largest list of casualties in the company at any one
time. Marye's Heights was one of their battles; another, Salem Church, where we were repulsed.
On this occasion Company J had “simply to stand still and be fired at from three sides." Their
orders were to attract the attention and fire of the enemy, while others of our men should Hank
and surround the same, and we may be sure Attleborough) boys stood their ground firmly.
During this light the entire regiment was surrounded and lost enormously. During the day
following — a Sunday in May, 1863 — the Seventh were cut off entirely from our army. In the
late afternoon a tremendous thundercloud arose. Taking advantage of this circumstance and
leaving a skirmish line with a battery which opened fire upon the enemy in the dark, under cover
of this friendly cloud the regiment marched away, and finally all succeeded in crossing a river in
safety and reaching their own lines once more. They returned to the old camp near Falmouth and
from there marched fully two hundred miles to get to Gettysburg for the famous July lights.
Their last march to reach the battlefield was one of forty miles. They had finished the regular
day's march, ''pitched camp and just got to bed," when the order to “pack and fall in” came, and
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by the mistake of the guides they were taken in the wrong direction, marching forty for thirty
miles. This long march ended, they halted by the roadside, and had just made coffee when the
order was received to “push on double quick for Round Top," and they did speedily push on to
its foot. The Seventh belonged to the Sixth Army Corps, and the appearance of this corps
“discouraged the enemy, and saved the second day's fight." The next day our company was in the
reserve force, was here, there, and everywhere in the midst of the fight, but not in the front. On
the “Fourth" — the closing day of the great fight— they were on the front line again, and on the
fifth were “after the enemy." Later they were in Washington and still later went into winter
quarters at Brandy Station on the farm of the famous unionist, J. Minor Botts. While there they
engaged in the fight at Stone Mountain across the Eapidan.
In May, 1864, they were ordered from Brandy Station to the Wilderness again, where heavy
fighting was continually going on, and many were killed. They were fighting day after day in
woods so thick the enemy could not be seen. It was continually — “March to-night, and fight tomorrow." At Spottslvania a charge was ordered without a skirmish line into a thick pine wood
across a wet meadow full of mud and slime. Here both Union and Southern lines overlapped
each other, and Company I lost several men. Later a skirmish line was formed and the next day
the pickets had a little encounter with the enemy. Our pickets at this time were kept on duty for
more than twenty-four hours. Lieutenant Wade and others from Company I being among them.
The former was frequently detailed for special duties," the performance of which one not a
soldier could readily see required more than the ordinary courage and judgment. Several "big
fights" occurred about this time at or near Cold Harbor and were the last in which our " boys" of
Company I were engaged, for on June 10th, 1861, they left the front for some point on the James
River, whence they were transported to Washington and New York. There they were greeted
with an oration and no doubt the accompaniment of a generous meal. From New York they
journeyed by the Stonington Line and on to Taunton, their coming a surprise, no telegram having
announced it. Their discharge papers were not received until July 5th, though they bore date June
27th. And now Company I was at home again; and how proudly and heartily they were
welcomed after those three years of faithful service in fighting for "the land we love so well"!
Alas that, of the hundred who went forth strong and hopeful, less than half came back whole and
vigorous ! Had only a half dozen returned, that would have been joy enough for the whole town
to make itself jubilant; and from everywhere the people came to greet the thirty- seven and give
them a public ovation, even those whose loved ones slept beneath southern skies or in the
neighboring kirkyards joining in those happy services for the comrades of their dead.
In true New England fashion, with procession and music and waving banners, under the open
sky, this glad reception was given. Brightly clad school children, singing joyful songs, followed
by their no less happy elders, escorted "the returned soldiers" to "Pine Grove," where there was a
“bake." What else could there have been for men who had not tasted & clam, for three years?
The delicious fumes of that steaming coffee in the Washington barracks at the end of the long
day's march in the rain and mud were forgotten as the appetizing odors of this weed-crowned
bivalve greeted their nostrils. What a contrast to their last meal together when they left the old
town! Then no one could eat, now no one could help doing it; but there was enough for all, even
a feast; for Attleborough bakes don't fail.
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After the feast, toasts and speeches were in order, on this occasion filled with words of pride and
joy, but always with a vein of sadness running through them, as thoughts recurred to absent
forms and empty}- places. Very often during a long period of years the duties of toastmaster
devolved upon the writer of this book, and it was so upon this occasion. A few of his special
words of welcome to Company 1 have been found among his forgotten papers and are given here
because they may bring to someone a pleasant memory of that now long-past happy day.
We have not come here to make formal speeches to you but to give you a hearty welcome
back to old Attleboro, this spot from which three years ago you took your departure an unknown
scene an opening war but how few of those who filled your ranks on that occasion, are here
today. Is this Co. I? How many have falling on the battlefields of their country, or died in its
camps, your thinned ranks too painfully attest.
The memory of the brave dead who return not will be cherished and honored not only by their
friends, but the people of Attleboro for years to come.
How sleep the brave who sink to rest
With all their country's wishes blest!
You have fought in a just cause, they have fallen in a glorious cause. Three years ago you went
forth from your homes and friends in the defense of your country, for the integrity of its territory,
-- the perpetuity of our Union--for the security of our free institutions. This is a cause that will
survive, and triumph. In the name of the people of this town we again welcome you back to your
friends. We thank you for the service you ha\e done. Since you left us we have watched your
course, --we have followed the fortunes of the Army of the Potomac, -- we are happy to say that
you have done honor to tin- town which you represented in that army, the great battles in while
you have been engaged, Williamsburg, Fair Oaks, Antietam. Fredericksburg. Gettysburg, the
Wilderness. Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor will be forever remembered, --they are inscribed on
the immortal pages of history.
Thus in this rural scene, .amid sounds of mirth and gladness, in the sunshine of a cloudless
summers day, we leave Company I. It is our last glimpse of them all together. Well is it for them
and for it all that as we think of their deeds we can say the prize for which they strove was won!
As long as the great war is remembered, so long will the '' 7th Mass." be remembered, and we of
Attleborough may speak with pride of our company's share in its brave and brilliant exploits.
During the spring of 1862, about forty-five men enlisted in this town as members of Company C,
Forty-seventh Massachusetts Regiment, and went into camp at Boxford. Mr. Lemuel T. Starkey
was commissioned its captain, and Everett S. Horton one of its lieutenants. These gentlemen
were occupied during the summer recruiting for the regiment, joining it in the early autumn,
when it was regularly mustered into the United States service. There were at the same time at
Boxford some four or five other regiments called the “Merchants' Guard of Boston." It required
strenuous efforts on the part of Mr. H. N. Daggett, the chairman of the selectmen, and Mr.
Starkey to prevent Company C from being placed in the Fourth Regiment. At the time of its
enlistments the governor was very desirous of getting that regiment off to the front at once, but
these gentlemen urged the company's joining the Forty-seventh, as by the delay in so doing the
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matter of bounties could be satisfactorily adjusted, Bounty had been promised to the men, but at
one time, a little later, the town voted not to pay any bounty money. By delaying, an arrangement
was made with the city of Boston to make these payments and later to transfer these men to the
credit of our town, which, as has been seen, was carried out. Had Company C joined the Fourth,
not only would the men have received no bounty, but, what is far worse, the company would
doubtless "have been cut to pieces, for the Fourth had a bloody experience."
From Boxford the regiment went to Readville, where it remained about two weeks, and then to
New York, going into camp on Long Island at the barracks on an old racecourse there. On
December 21 the men took a transport for New Orleans. They were eight days in reaching Ship
Island and from there were under sealed orders. They landed at Carrollton, some seven miles
above the city, and went into camp at Greenville, where they had been but a few days when they
were transferred to the United States barracks, seven miles below the city, and from there to the
city itself, where they were placed on provost duty. At Carrollton, where the first landing was
made, all the houses about were full of rebel sharpshooters during the first night, and John
Sullivan, having ventured out from shelter, was shot through the leg. A little excitement
occurred here, but not of a martial nature. One solitary man, a Frenchman, had remained at
Carrollton in charge of his own or someone's plantation and he had two slave girls there. Hearing
an outcry, some of our soldiers entered his house and found he had whipped one of these slaves
with great severity. The colonel of the Forty-seventh sent him at once to Tortugas. One can
readily understand the indignation of a northern man over such a deed, especially at that time,
and his promptness in using his authority to punish the offender. The dislike manifested by the
people of New Orleans for northern soldiers is well known, but we are told that “in the French
portion of the city --on the contrary --they were very hospitable." The Forty-seventh was kept for
a number of mouths in New Orleans, "because it was the best drilled, best dressed, and best
appearing regiment of any that went to that city."
Company C had no skirmishes in the city, but upon one occasion three companies, C among
them, went up the river to Baton Rouge under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Stickney, "and
there had a pretty hard skirmish." Several men were wounded, but not severely. “Hartshorn.
Alger, and Bassett died at New Orleans from fever, and one man left the regiment, and has never
been heard from since." Captain Starkey resigned in January, 1863, receiving from his company,
and the band and line officers of the regiment, testimonials regarding his care of his men and
attention to their wants, his interest in the regiment, etc., while he was a member of it. On
returning home he became again a recruiting officer. He was stationed at Providence, where he
had charge of raising and shipping off battalions. He commenced recruiting on the breaking out
of the war, and during its continuance he enlisted 1,084 men in the States of Massachusetts and
Rhode Island.
Upon Captain Starkey's resignation, by a unanimous vote of the men Lieutenant Horton became
captain of Company C and soon received his commission. Under his charge the company
retained to the full its share in the excellent reputation the Forty-seventh had gained. There were
but few casualties in Company C, because its term of service was almost entirely occupied with
provost duty. The regiment was ordered to Port Hudson, but the fight was ended before its
services were required.
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These men enlisted for nine months, but they served for nearly a year. They were mustered into
service September 23, 1862, and on August 5, 1863, they left New Orleans for home via the
Mississippi River. At Cairo they took cars and the entire journey east was a continued ovation.
They were met at every stopping-place with enthusiasm and received the most lavish attentions
from the people everywhere. They were mustered out at Readville, September 1, 1863, and were
received at home with the hearty greetings of the whole town, which turned out to welcome
them.
February 20, 18G1, fifty-two men from this town were mustered into service in the Fifty-eighth
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, the majority of them in Company C. Several of these men
were veterans, having served in the Forty-seventh. They camped at Readville, leaving there April
28 and on May 5 they reached the Wilderness, participating in that series of bloody battles.
During this time some of our ''boys" were taken prisoners, and from one of them we have heard
of some of the expedients resorted to in the prison pens to keep up the spirits of the prisoners.
Officers often clubbed together to invent stories of battles in which the northern armies always
came off victorious. Such tales brought cheer and a little comfort to the privates, and when one
had been often enough repeated a fresh one was made up. Trapdoors were often cut in the prison
floors, and when men were attempting to escape some comrade left behind dropped through
these doors from room to room to keep up the requisite number in each at ration time to cover
the absence of the runaways. Some Attleborough men died in those horrible prisons; others were
enabled to conquer despair and live on through months of that awful existence until release
came. Some of those who survived "were completely suffered physically; some regained a fair
degree of their former vigor, but all must carry through life the effects of those days of terrible
suffering and endurance.
The Fifty-eighth served until the close of the war and was mustered out July 14, 1865.
In Companies I and II, Twenty-fourth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, there were a number
of men from Attleborough. They enlisted in the autumn of 1861, going into camp at
Readville and from thence to Fort Warren to do garrison duty "while the regiment was filling
up." They were in that place when Mason and Slidell were brought there. On December 9 the
Twenty- fourth started for the seat of war, accompanied by Gilmore's band, of Boston. They
went to Annapolis and became a part of the Burnside expedition. The men were at Roanoke and
Newbern among the earlier battles of the war, and later they were in North Carolina and its
vicinity for some nine months in the Department of the South under General Hunter. They
participated in the sieges of Forts Sumter and Wagner and were engaged all through the well
remembered Morris Island Campaign in 1865.
Subsequently the regiment, much reduced on account of ill-health, was sent to St. Augustine and
Jacksonville, where we may hope the weary, war-worn veterans drew in health and vigor from
the balmy air and cool sea breezes and found themselves refreshed in courage for all coming
encounters in that atmosphere still tinctured with the memories of valorous deeds " in the brave
days of old." They were engaged in the Olustee fight, and there George Horton and John
Cummings were taken prisoners and had to experience the horrors of Andersonville and
Florence. At the latter place Mr. Cummings escaped by tunneling and succeeded in getting out
some distance, but his attempt soon became known, and he was followed by men with dogs and
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recaptured. The failure of one attempt, however, only made him the more determined upon
another effort to regain his freedom, even in the face of the frequent penalty, death by the guard's
musket. In these efforts he was irrepressible and embraced every possible opportunity to affect
his escape, though in the end it was only effected by exchange.
From Florida the men of the Twenty-fourth went back to Virginia and were attached to the Army
of the James under Butler. At the end of two years the opportunity came to re-enlist for bounty,
an opportunity which was embraced by about half the men in the Twenty-fourth; and the
regiment was re-formed in Virginia. Among those who declined reenlistment was Charles P.
Dirke, who had been a soldier of the Second Empire. He came home; but the habits of the soldier
proved to be too firmly fixed to be easily thrown off, and in a week's time he was in Hancock's
Veteran Corps. He was one of the guards at the gallows when Mrs. Surratt was hanged and was
among those who assisted to pick up the remains of the soldiers who are buried at Arlington.
Our "boys" of the Twenty-fourth were in Grant's army and had the experiences of those days of
continual and brilliant fighting through the "summer of 64’ They had but little fighting during the
following winter, but in "the spring of 65’ they were again with Grant in his last grand campaign
just before the close of the war, when from the "White House to the hovel the whole country
watched with breathless interest for the issue.
The Twenty-fourth was among the first regiments to enter Richmond after Lee's surrender and
was ordered on provost duty there.
These few facts are enough to show that the services demanded of these men were varied and
sufficient to prove that they were "true and tried" soldiers. Some of these men --some of ours
among them --served for five years, for the Twenty-fourth was among the last, if not the very last
regiment, to return home. It did not reach Massachusetts until January, 1866.
Over one half --fifty-four men “C” of Company II, Fortieth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers,
were from our town. They enlisted early in August, 1861 (about the 7th), "took the oath" at
Boston on the 15th, and on the 18th went into camp at Linfield. They were "quartered in the old
meeting-house" with another company from Taunton and had straw to sleep on. Attempts were
made by many on this first night to get some rest, but there was "too much noise to sleep." The
next camping-place was Boxford, where they remained but a short time. They were regularly
mustered into the United States service September 1st 1865, and on the 5th they left for
Washington. They reached their first camp there at Fourteenth and Allen streets on a very hot
day. The men '' were marched fifteen miles with full knapsacks, and many fell out." They lay
down on the red clay, glad of any sort of a resting-place, and in the night a shower came up. The
men were so tired that they slept; but in the morning guns, etc., had to be dug up out of the mud,
while the liver running hardly, proving to be of the same bright color as the clay, gave no very
encouraging prospects for immediate cleanliness.
September 2nd, says Mr. Everett Bliss’s diary: "Detailed for wood and water." The men had to
fell big trees, rather unusual work for most of them, learning to wield an axe not being quite so
important a part of the average Yankee boy's varied education as to wield with great dexterity
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that remarkable instrument, the jackknife. The journal for the evening of that day reads thus:
"Ed. Crandall, Horton, .J. Savery, are singing, 'We're tenting tonight boys.'"
October 18th the regiment moved to Miners Hill, about fifteen miles out of the city, and went
into winter quarters in stockade tents. December 27th came the first long roll, when "all fell in,
every man to arms." They had a quick march of sixteen miles in a snowstorm to Mile's Cross
Roads to intercept some cavalry. They speedily fell in to the general army custom of helping
themselves to the shelter of any houses to be found. At this place Mr. Crandall was injured. They
remained for three days, and then, no cavalry having been seen, it was concluded the alarm was
false, and the regiment returned to camp. Among the varied records of the journal is the
following: "Miners Hill. Called at midnight for drilling and picket duty."
March 30th the men went to Vienna, another trip of about fifteen or sixteen miles, "carrying
three days' rations." During this time they experienced real New England weather --snow eight
inches deep and with only shelter tents for use "; so the men resorted to seeking for shelter "in
every conceivable place, from a hotel to a pigsty, but singing, ' We're marching along. We're
marching along.'" This expedition ended like the former one by a return to camp.
On June 23rd, 1863, the regiment broke camp and went to join the Army of the Potomac at
Yorktown. Here our "journalist" had a little personal encounter and had to cry mercy to his foe.
He told a Yorktown man he had never seen an oyster too large for him to swallow and rashly, as
the sequel proved, intimidated rather strongly his belief that such a one could not be found
anywhere. The old man accepted the challenge, took Mr. Bliss out in his skiff, picked up and
gave to him an oyster which was too huge to be swallowed whole; so the soldier had to give in."
If the oyster was eaten- it is certain that it was excellent. The quality of the large oysters of that
referred is only equal by their quantity and not excelled by those of corresponding size anywhere
else. This statement entirely made with little fear of its being challenged.
We find our men next at White House Landing on the river above Yorktown, where they
remained a week or two, and then returning to Yorktown they took transports for Washington.
Reaching that city, they started at once to join Meade's army at Gettysburg; but on the way "their
train collided with another, and this disaster delayed them for two days and made them too late
for the battle. They, however, readied Fredericksburg, where they were "within sound of the
guns.”From this place they were ordered "to the Potomac to lay pontoon bridges for the army to
cross, crossing themselves to Warrington Junction, where the Army of the Potomac went'' into
winter quarters. The Fortieth was soon ordered to Alexandria and thence on to Fortress Monroe,
landing at Newport News. The men were ordered to prepare for a long sea voyage. Just as they
had their washing- hung out, ''everything extra being left at Fredericksburg," the long roll
sounded, and as no delays in answering that call are allowed, the result was " they were an
absurd looking crew." They were put upon a boat from which a thousand prisoners had just been
taken, and," the record adds, "it was not clean." This boat was their abode for four days and
nights, when they reached Charleston, S. C, and landed on Folly Island.
The next day they were detailed to the front at Fort Wagner, where they met the Twenty-fourth
Regiment. At this place each Regiment had to be at the front in turn two days in every week.
While here .Air. Bliss and several of his comrades of the Fortieth - called upon Ed. Dean,"
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whom, as the cook of his company, they found making doughnuts. It is perhaps superfluous, in
speaking of New Englanders, to add that "a feast ensued." The Twenty-fourth at this time was in
most excellent condition--completely equipped, with good uniforms, all other necessary clothing,
accoutrements, utensils, etc.; while the Fortieth, as we have seen, had almost nothing Naturally
boasting obtained, followed by a lively war of words between the members of the two regiments,
and particularly between our townsmen, whose opinions upon the contrasts in appearance were
expressed with the utmost frankness and in most generous measure. About this time orders came
to the regiments on Folly Inland to the effect that after three months' drilling, the best regiment
among them should be mounted, as a compliment. At the end of the stipulated time it was
announced that the Fortieth had “won the prize," and they were sent to Hilton Head, where they
received their horses, and soon after they went by orders to Florida, "to Camp Finnigan just out
of Jacksonville. Before parting with their friends of the twenty-fourth, they took the opportunity
thus given to return the compliments which had been so freely bestowed upon them. This turning
of the tables was made the most of and all debts to the Twenty-fourth paid with compound
interest. Only about a week after the Fortieth had received their horses they stormed a battery;
captured three outposts and surprised the enemy, taking them in the night. This was their initial
fight on horseback being ordered to take the battle they proceeded to obey, though they had to
ride over ditches, through woods, etc. Our narrator says "Good for first experience." They were
at this time in the farm famed "Everglades," and during the next day's march they came to Little
St. Mary's River. Company II threw their guns over the river and being infantry were ordered to
"dismount and dislodge the enemy." Crawling through the swamp, they captured thirty-two
horses and a number of men, the whole thing having been done very quickly."
The above affair occurred February 12th, 1864. The next morning the "boys" cleaned their guns
and exchanged them for Spencer rides. The following night they were in the saddle nearly all
night. Arriving at Stark the regiment halted; but a small squad, including sixteen men from
Company II, were detailed to go to Gainesville and capture an engine and train of cars bearing a
valuable load of cotton, about $1,000,000 worth. The enemy retreated as they advanced, so they
pressed forward and took possession of the place, fully expecting the regiment would be there at
night. The latter had been misled by the enemy, however, who announced that they had captured
our men. Thus the little squad of men was left to its own resources in the enemy's country from
eleven o'clock one morning to mid- night of the following day. The few men were arranged to
keep guard as advantageously as possible. The enemy came up in the afternoon, and a skirmish
followed. Mr. Cummings was wounded and was taken to a hotel where he had to be left as
prisoner. A lady was boarding there who formerly lived at Bear Swamp, and she kindly cared for
him, though she could not of course mention that she knew him. George Horton was taken
prisoner there also. During the night the enemy left. About five o'clock in the afternoon of the
second day our men were again charged upon, but they met the attack gallantly and took some
prisoners. They decided to evacuate their position, however, and at midnight started for
Jacksonville, ninety miles away, followed by forty slaves, for whom they picked up mules here
and there. They had some skirmishes on their way, but they flanked the enemy and arrived safely
at Jacksonville on the 17th of February, where they were rewarded for what they had done by
receiving compliments from their commanding general.
From Jacksonville these men, about fifty in number, went to join their regiment, reaching it on
the 13th at Barber's Ford. The following morning at seven o'clock, the Fortieth, with other
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regiments, started for Lake City but found the enemy on the way at noon, and then and there
began the battle of Olustee, "one of the shortest of all the battles," a real hand-to-hand fight
where our soldiers waited until the enemy were within ten feet of them before they rushed
forward to the encounter. The enemy were at this time really victorious, "but did not know it."
The Fortieth belonged to what was called the "Light Brigade" Colonel Guy V. Henry
commanding. He was a. leader who always said "Come," not "Go." At one time they were in line
of battle, while was a singular line, and for a moment the men seemed inclined to get nervous.
Seeing this, Colonel Henry coolly started out in the front and gave the cavalry some (bill orders
to relieve their nervousness. The men at once responded, and with cheers, which the enemy
mistook for greetings to reinforcements and so considered themselves beaten. That this
nervousness was Init momentary and had no effect upon the fighting qualities of our "boys" is
well attested, for the Fortieth was complimented for both coolness and bravery at this same battle
of Olustee.
Our troops after this retreated to Jacksonville and the Fortieth went again to Camp Finnigan,
where they remained until they were ordered to the Army of the Potomac. The Twenty-fourth
were with them on this journey. They landed at City Point and for some days were occupied in
marching up and down from place to place to mislead the "rebs". May 9th our record reads thus:
"Called at 2.r.0 to march, went to Chester Station; tore up the track and ruined the railroad
between Petersburg and Richmond, stopping communication." At this time the Eighteenth Corps
went on toward Richmond, getting between that place and Fort Darling, where the enemy were
massed in large numbers, and finally preceded to Fort Darling, having several encounters with
the enemy on the way. In front of this place, on May 20th, 1864, Captain .Jenkins of Company H
was captured; he was "wounded and missing." John C. Wilmarth and some others were captured,
F. B Bliss. Francis Doran, Edgar Freeman, and others were wounded. Parks and Slade were
killed, and John O. Wilmarth was wounded. He died subsequently at Newport News. After this
there came a day of both skirmishing and heavy fighting, in which several of the regiment's
officers were wounded, and the command of Company II devoted upon its corporal. Job Savery.
In a skirmish that day "one hundred and fifty men went out, twenty were wounded, and two
killed outright." After the day was over someone said: ''We have had no rations "; and John
Bullock, with vigorous smacking of his lips, exclaimed: "I wish I had a piece of custard pie."
May 21st the Fortieth left Bermuda Hundreds and went to City Point. Arriving there the
following morning they took transports for Fortress Monroe. The boats ran aground the next
night, but got back to White House Landing. The men marched through the rest of the night,
having only a short bivouac, and in the morning, as they were nearing Cold Harbor, they met the
Seventh. The order came to charge, "and the Fortieth opened the ball." Hedges, Hamlin, and
Elliot were wounded, and Lieutenant-Colonel Marshall, formerly captain of Company II, was
killed. "The regiment lost sixty men from a squad," and our old soldier records this as "hard
lighting."
The next day the lighting continued, and Lloyd Hodges was wounded. June 3d was "the heavy
battle at Cold Harbor. It was short but very severe." On that day James Short, M. C. Kent, and
Everett Bliss were wounded, and Lester Perkins was killed.
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The Fortieth left Cold Harbor on June 13 and went to Fortress Monroe, leaving there, however,
almost immediately for Richmond, as was supposed, but they landed at Bermuda on the 14th,
and went to Point of Pocks near there." They were in the charge on the heights of Petersburg --a
colored regiment alongside --when two hundred prisoners, ten pieces of artillery, and some
cavalry were captured. In that day's fight Company II had ten men on duty, and in the regiment
there were seventy-five only, the numbers were so much reduced by the long sick list. On June
13th twenty one guns were captured, the 40th in advance. The following night they were in line
of battle all night and had some fighting. A little later they returned to Bermuda Hundreds and to
their old corps, the Tenth, and were given a day of rest. At this time there was more or less
skirmishing every day, and on the 24th our "boys" of the Fortieth were in more fighting. During
that day some hundred and fifty prisoners were taken, "who seemed glad to get into our lines.'"
The Fortieth was for ninety days at Petersburg and under fire the entire time, never being out of
range of the enemy's artillery. On June 30 our men had the heaviest artillery fighting they
experienced. Two hundred pieces were belching fire for four hours unceasingly, and at the end of
that time a charge was ordered which resulted in many casualties, several to the Fortieth. After
this to Bermuda Hundreds again, and our men were allowed to rest and recruit for two weeks ;
then returning to the front at Petersburg hey once more took their turn " in being in line." On July
30 "Burnside's Pete" was charged and the fort blown up, causing a "horrible slaughter."
The following winter the Fortieth was quartered at "Chapin’s Farm" on the James River, and the
"boys'" spent some quiet months there. In the spring they received orders to take transports for
Fortress Monroe, and they went on to Yorktown where they “captured a train of cars containing
tobacco and cotton." then up the Potomac under the agreeable orders to convey a little
excitement into one of the enemy's camps. Accomplishing this they returned lo Fortress Monroe
and later went to White House Landing with transports containing rations for Sheridan's cavalry
"when he came around Richmond." The Fortieth marched with him to Deep Bottom and from
there went to the old camp at Chapin’s Farm. "In a day or two came that grand Monday, when
our men marched into Richmond, and helped to put out fires, and straighten out matters." The
Fortieth was occupied in that city, remaining until it started for home. The members were
mustered out June 16, 1865, at the expiration of three years of hard service faithfully and
valiantly performed.
There is no difficulty in reading much between the lines of even a scanty report like the above;
but, find what the imagination will, or add to the story as we may, the result will fall far short of
the truth in showing the amount of labor and suffering which fell to the lot of our devoted
soldiers in this war for the Union --a lot they accepted with a patience, a cheerfulness, a courage
unrivaled.
When our Attleborough "boys" of the Fortieth readied the town, the ladies of the East village
were holding a festival. With what pleasure and pride they invited Company II into the hall and
how generously they treated every member scarce needs to be told. Whatever our ladies
undertake to do is well done, and when we remember what this joyful occasion was, we are sure
fair hands heaped high the plates of refreshing ice cream and culled the choicest flowers for
those blue-coated veterans. These were the last decorations the old uniforms received, and to
some we are sure they were dearer far than sleeve-band or shoulder-strap, for, as dainty fingers
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fastened those nosegays on the worn and faded coats, shy, bright eyes and smiling lips told the
tale of other victories won and other prizes gained than those of the battlefield. There was never
a true soldier, least of all an Attleborough soldier, who would hesitate in his decision regarding
the personal value of these two rewards. Thus the story of Company II reaches its close. The
"boys" are exchanging hearty greetings with old familiar friends in the old familiar place, one
sorrow only mingling with the universal joy --the thought that many who went forth three years
before did not return with their comrades to join in the happy congratulations and to receive the
gladsome " Welcome home."
Among the incidents connected with the war, a veteran of Company I, Twenty-fourth Regiment,
relates the following, he speaks of "a series of war-meetings," which were held in town when
enthusiasm was roused to the highest pitch, when men burned to show their love for their
country and threw themselves promptly "into the breach." At a meeting held at the old town
house soon after the attack on Fort Sumter, John Daggett, speaking from the platform, said:
“Who will be the first to enlist?” and John Cole responded. "We cannot be proud of every step in
the subsequent career of this our "first soldier," for he left his company, and many months later
the veteran met him in Virginia in the employ of the government as a wagoner, not a soldier, and
under an assumed name. With the close of the war and the disbandment of the army came the
governmental pardon for all neglect of duty ; so this incident may safely be referred to, and we
limy hear it with a smile as we recall the noble record of the great majority of our town's “boys
in blue."
Another version recalls the friendly feeling manifested all through the conflict by both "the blues
" and "the grays." He says: "There never was a war like that one. When lighting was over, if we
had been taken prisoners, we sat down and chatted with them, and when ration time came, we
shared our meal with them, and it was so on the other side among the ordinary soldiers if they
had any rations to give us. Foes to the death at the word of command, they were brothers again
while bayonets were stack.
One after another the bitter memories of those days of strife are passing away, and the people
reminder only the common land of the fathers."
The magazines and papers of to-day are full of reminiscences of those times, and interesting
relics are coming to light, some of which have been brought to our town. One of these has
recently been returned to Major E. S. Horton in a very pleasant manner. During the spring of
1864 while the Fifty-eighth Regiment --the Third Veteran --were in caught at Readville. Major
Horton, then the captain of Company C, was presented with a sword and belt by his men. From
camp the regiment went to join the army of the Potomac at Bristow Station, commencing their
active service in the "Battles of the Wilderness." The sword had been loaned to Sergeant Major
Smith, and at the battle of Peeble's Farm, near Petersburg, he was killed while be was wearing it.
Captain Horton was at that time wearing a sword belonging" to the enemy, and it was on the
afternoon of the day of that same battle that he was made a prisoner. He heard nothing further of
the sword until November, 1886, when a letter was received by Commander D. P. Pierce. of
John A. Andrew Post No. l5, of Boston, from Surgeon N. M. Ferebee, U. S. Navy, relating to it.
Commander Pierce wrote to Colonel John C. Whiton, a former commander of the Fifty-eighth,
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now superintendent at Deer Island, and though him the fact of Major Horton’s existence, etc -was made known to Mr. Ferebee. The inscription on the sword reads:
"Presented to Captain E. S. Horton by the members of Company C. 58th Reg. Mass. Vol. Its
restoration after twenty-two years had elapsed add a thousand fold to its value and to its interest
in the eyes of the generations to come. One of the most pleasing features of the entire occurrence
is the letter which announced its return: -Oxford N. C, Nov 20 1886
Col. E. .S. Horton, Attleborough, MA
Dear Sir: I send by express today the sword and belt of which I have written. I regret that I am
unable to give you any history of the sword. My father was colonel of the 8th N. C. Cal. C. S. A.
1 have heard him say that it, the sword, came into his possession at some fight near the end of the
war. The sword would have been returned before but for father's bad Health. He died during my
absence in China, and on my return I found the sword with request that I would return it. It gives
me great pleasure to do so and should the occasion ever arise your sword and his will he found
side by side, with the points towards the common enemies of our common country. Please notify
me of the receipt of the sword.
Very truly yours,
H. N. Ferebel?
The publication of the story of the sword led to Major Horton being a recipient of another relic.
This is soldier’s cup, on which are roughly carved 4 N.C. and below these two others N W and
the other apparently I. Mr. Horton received it from Mr. Fred. A. Fry, of Providence, with the
following letter:
You can send the cup to the parties that sent you the sword. As near as I can remember the cup
was given to one of the Pennsylvania Bucktail Reg when he was dying for kindness shown him.
It was given to me by the Penn. Soldier in Fairfax- Seminary Hospital, for favors I had shown
him. If the N. C. Reg. has a relic- room, it may go to them, if not, you can keep it to remember
that the hatchet has been buried.
The two grandest scenes of the closing of the war were witnessed and participated in by some of
the Attleborough “boys. One of the members of Company 1, Twenty-fourth Regiment, has most
graphically described the sights he witnessed as he stood one day on the Square in Richmond and
saw the Army of the Potomac and Sherman's Army pass through with all the accoutrements and
paraphernalia of war. Artillery with shattered gun carriages and roughly mended harnesses;
infantry with lusterless bayonets, torn garments, and knapsacks bursting with their hurriedly
packed contents; cavalry with mud-splashed uniforms and dirt-begrimed horses; blood-stained
stretchers, ambulance wagons, supply carts with cooking utensils, bummers loaded with the
varied results of their raids, and the " motley crew " ever hanging on the outskirts of an army -all passed before his eyes, as they came from the long march or the battlefield, "showing what
war really is."
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Carried along with this heterogeneous, slow-moving mass were the bullet-riddled flags and
tattered ensigns that told of bloody fights and terrible death struggles; but, borne aloft as they
were that day, they told too of the cessation of strife and announced the joyful tidings of victory.
A few days later, and these same battalions with burnished arms and freshened uniforms, lacking
all the homely necessities of camp and field, marched proudly and jubilantly, a hundred thousand
men, through the streets of Washington, saluting their commanders for the last time ere they put
aside the duties of soldiers and dispersed to their homes to assume again the wonted and more
congenial occupations of quiet citizens.
What we have been able to relate forms only "fugitive sketches" of our military work, but,
unsatisfactory as both the sketches and the town records are, taken together they prove even to a
superficial reader that Attleborough, through citizens and soldiers, acted well her part in the War
of the Rebellion.
Our record during the Civil War may be placed by the side of our proud record of the
Revolutionary War as an equally worthy one. "We are justified in cherishing and expressing
feelings of pride in the deeds of our town fathers in both the former and the latter days, and we
should possess the deepest sense of gratitude to them for the noble services they performed in 'lie
purchase of our twice dearly bought liberties.
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